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John Leake will be our March program.
John and Jay Leake hand make period reproduction furniture in the styles of William and Mary,
Queen Anne, Chippendale, Hepplewhite and Sheraton.

John Leake
Biography
John and Jay Leake hand make
period reproduction furniture in the
styles of William and Mary, Queen
Anne, Chippendale, Hepplewhite and
Sheraton. Using all solid wood, each
piece is made to order using the finest
mahogany, cherry, walnut and maple
available. Not only is the wood of the
finest quality but also our hardware and
brass. Customers who identify quality
and craftsmanship will especially appreciate our furniture.
John Leake and son Jay build fifteen to eighteen major pieces per year
in their York, South Carolina shop,
each with craftsmanship featuring
hand carving, dovetailing, and pinned
mortise and tenon joinery.
We don’t have a “line” of furniture.
Pictured on our showroom page are
some of our favorites. We often duplicate them but can also adapt or modify
them for your needs, or build you a
totally custom piece. We work on 1
piece at a time for 1 customer at a time.
We welcome your inquiry, better still, a
visit.
Leakes’ Antiques is much more
than an antique store; it is a labor-intensive furniture makers dream where
18th century master designers inspire
every day. John Howard Leake, Sr. was
a farmer who lived south of York, SC.
Farming kept him busy, but while away
doing his chores, he’d travel the countryside and do business with families
who had interesting pieces of furniture
and were willing to trade. Soon Leake
had acquired a great many pieces, so
many that he needed a separate building to store them. Purchasing three
acres north of his farm, he and his son,
John Howard Leake, Jr. went to work
and built a building that would house
their antique shop.
The doors to the shop officially
opened around 1956. Leake, Sr. and
his wife Zoe ran the business. Living

in the country brought a variety of
antique lovers. Some came for the conversation, while others came to browse
and buy. It wasn’t too soon after opening the shop that the Leakes decided
to move from the farm and live on
the premises. By 1965, Leakes son was
working full time. The shop expanded
to two additional buildings, and ever
since, the business prospered.
Jay Leake represents the 4th generation in our family to operate here,
says John. My main goal is to help him
keep it going another 30 years and into
the 5th generation. As a shop teacher
in the Gaston County Schools, John
Leake III was passionate about his
work, but after six years, he decided to
leave the school system to work full
time in the family business of restoring
antiques and building antique replicas.
Building mostly 18th century reproductions and adaptations, the Leakes also
produce some 19th and 20th century
pieces. We want all our pieces to be
able to stand the test of time, so we
use hand cut dovetails and mortise and
tenon construction to put all our pieces
together. Not having a line of furniture, John and Jay build tables, chairs,
cupboards, bed, and other pieces in
many different styles and woods. Each
piece is bench made meaning one at a
time.
The showroom beside the shop
contains 30 or more pieces representing most of the furniture forms, styles,
woods, and finishes the Leakes use.
They work with solid wood, primarily
black walnut, but they also work in
cherry and tiger maple. If it’s a piece
of furniture based on an 18th century
design, that part was completed 200
years ago and can hardly be improved
[upon]. If it is a custom piece, we get
input from the client as to their needs
and ideas, make sketches, and go from
there. With a philosophy based on
simplicity, the Leakes use the finest
materials available to create furniture
based on historical accuracy in both

the joining of wood and finish. The
Cellaret is their signature piece and
is an 18th century inspired cabinet or
sideboard used to house bottles of wine,
decanters, and/or glasses.
The hardwood comes from a supplier
in Pennsylvania. The wood is clean of
knots and hand-picked, prepared by
the dealer arriving in rough boards,
and ready to use. When constructing
large pieces, such as dining room tables
or cabinets, boards from the same tree
are used in order to keep the color
consistent. The brassware comes from
Connecticut and is museum quality
hardware. Each piece takes about three
weeks to make with two people working on it from start to finish.
We’re a little different than most
business. Except for sending out
emails, no business is kept on computers. With only the two of us, we can
keep it simple. We like it that way, says
Jay. With John and Jay being so much
alike, it’s kind of scary, but when they
disagree, John is still Jays dad. He is the
boss, and is usually right 95% of the
time, says Jay. We work together every
day, and we hang out together too. It
works out well; were lucky.
The Leake name is well established
in the Piedmont. Our name comes up
a lot. You can’t stay in business in a
small town if you don’t keep your word.
It boils down to one thing in the end,
says Jay, all you have is your name and
your word. If that’s not dependable or
trustworthy, what do you have?
John and Jay said they are just
blessed that they were given the opportunity to be a part of national and
international history.
“We’re just extremely proud and
pleased to be in this little small Podunk
little shop, but have made a pretty
small significant piece of history for
the United States and for England,”
John said. The Leakes hope this project
will put the town of York and the even
smaller town of Filbert on the map.
John Leake said he knows the

White House puts a lot of thought into
their gifts and credits just plain old luck
for his opportunity to get to work with
the White House.
“I think the President and Mrs. Trump
just wanted something special to give
the Queen and what do you give the
person who has everything?
The Leake Furniture business spans
four generations in the York, South
Carolina community. The father and
son team has produced a number of

items for the White House and the
U.S. State Department. Nationally
known for exquisite period furniture
reproductions the Leake workshop’s
signature product, The Cellaret, was
featured in a national magazine in
2014.
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Again, if you see an unfamiliar face,
As always, be considerate of your fellow

Around The Shop
A number of new carts have been
built and are available in the shop for
your use - thanks to the cart build team. I
am still seeing work areas not cleaned up
after someone has worked there. Please
clean up your work area so the next person

March is the time of year when animals start to
wake up from hibernation.

WINNERS OF THE BIRDHOUSE CONTEST FUNDRAISER
The total raised for GWG was $58.50

John Stiechler
Bird Lover’s choice Aware

Al Socha
Traditional Award:
1st place

Mike Mathers
Traditional Award:
2nd Place

Greenville Woodworkers Guild
Monthly Programs
March
John Leake from York, SC
April
Brian Brace, who builds Royscraft
furniture in Asheville
May
David Ellsworth an internationally
known woodturner
June
GWG Sawmill Picnic.
Jim Kilton
Green/Recycled material:
1st place Award

Jim Sinclair
Green/Recycled material:
2nd place Award

The Guild was pleased to have a
Seminar by David Finck Making Wooden Hand Planes
Photos from the seminar taken
by Steve Stuart
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C H A R I TA B L E P R O J E C T S / J a n u a r y 1 t o J a n u a r y 3 1 , 2 0 2 0

................................................................................................................................................................... Hours
Beads of Courage........................................................................................................................................ 6
Toy Workshop............................................................................................................................................ 9.5
Neo Natal Mold Boxes.............................................................................................................................. 15
Children’s Theatre..................................................................................................................................... 63
Northwest CDC......................................................................................................................................... 6
Museum Displays....................................................................................................................................... 119.5
Other Charitable Projects......................................................................................................................... 21
Total...................................................................................................................................................240

MENTORING CLASSES / January 1 to January 31 , 2020
Hours
Combined total hours for adult classes...................................................................................................... 901.5
Youth Classes............................................................................................................................................. 152.5
Total...................................................................................................................................................1054

MEMBERS PROJECTS

Dizzy bowl, turned by Karen Shelton

Cribbage Boards by Thomas Newton

Boxes by John Arnold

Coffee Table with inlays by Jim Sinclair

2 Urns and Box by Ed Penn

Small 4 sided platter with textured surfaces
by Rick Glover

Mid Century Modern Table by Bruce Bell

Three turned platters by Woody Bowler

Board Game Box with inlay
by George Wells

Two Screwed on lidded boxes by Mike George
Screw on lidded Box turned on the lathe
by David Paul

Pens by Carroll Hutcheson

Next guild meeting Monday, March 2, 2020

Greenville Woodworkers Guild
Education Center
209 Holly Ridge Drive
Greenville, SC 29607
(864) 299-9663

Woodworkers Guild
P.O. Box 825
Greenville, SC 29662

For more information
www.greenvillewoodworkers.com

