Greenville Woodworkers Guild
members include Tony Ryan (left),
Dave Hancock (right), Merry
Kuharsky and Russ Clarke (with
drill). “Kaylee” (below), a benefi-
ciary at the Meyer Center, loves her
handmade school bus.

Professional and
hobbyist crafters
of the Greenville
Woodworkers Guild
labor for the love
of their creations
—and of children
with special needs.
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Artisans With a Special Passion
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he five woodworkers who
T came together as the Green-

ville Woodworkers Guild
nearly 30 years ago couldn’t have
imagined how much good they’d
do their city and its children.

The original idea was to give
themselves credibility and train-
ing while using their talents to
help others who needed a chair, a
cabinet—whatever their tools and
talents could provide.

Today, the guild’s 600-plus
members have a 6,000-square-foot
shop where they keep their high-
end equipment running six days
a week. Training classes are led
by members and invited guests.
Each year, they host a well-known
woodworker—guests have includ-
ed the late, famed Sam Maloof—in
a public seminar.

But by far their biggest im-
pact has been with the children.
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Since they “adopted” the Meyer
Center for preschoolers with
developmental disabilities shortly

after they organized, they’ve
answered the call from some two
dozen charities in need of bunk
beds, playroom equipment and
the like.

The woodworkers, says
Meyer Center director Louise
Anthony, have saved the center
“hundreds of thousands of dollars.
You can’t go through one room
here where they haven’t done
something.”

Since some children can’t sit
up in standard chairs and spe-
cial-order chairs cost $1,000 and
up, the woodworkers met with a
Meyer Center therapist and made
100 of their own design. Most
children can use them, and for
those who can’t, “we’ll make them
whatever they need,” former shop
manager Aubrey Rogers says.

At Christmas, they come
bearing toys for each of the cen-






